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California State Song

I Love You, California

Written by F. B. Silverwood
Composed by A. F. Frankenstein

I love you, California, you’re the greatest state of all  
I love you in the winter, summer, spring, and in the fall. 
I love your fertile valleys; your dear mountains I adore, 
I love your grand old ocean and I love her rugged shore.

Chorus:

Where the snow crowned Golden Sierras 
Keep their watch o’er the valleys bloom, 

It is there I would be in our land by the sea, 
Ev’ry breeze bearing rich perfume. 
It is here nature gives of her rarest. 

It is Home Sweet Home to me,
And I know when I die I shall breathe my last sigh 

For my sunny California.

I love your redwood forests—love your fields of yellow grain, 
I love your summer breezes, and I love your winter rain, 
I love you, land of flowers; land of honey, fruit and wine, 
I love you, California; you have won this heart of mine.

Chorus

I love your old gray Missions—love your vineyards stretching far, 
I love you, California, with your Golden Gate ajar, 

I love your purple sunsets, love your skies of azure blue, 
I love you, California; I just can’t help loving you.

Chorus

I love you, Catalina, you are very dear to me, 
I love you, Tamalpais, and I love Yosemite, 

I love you, Land of Sunshine, half your beauties are untold, 
I loved you in my childhood, and I’ll love you when I’m old.

Chorus

“I Love You, California” was officially designated as California’s state song in 1951. 
The song was publicly introduced by Mary Garden in 1913. 

It was played on the first ship to go through the Panama Canal.



 The Senate Chamber is where California’s
40 state Senators debate and vote on bills.

 The Assembly Chamber is where the
80 Assembly Members vote on laws for California.
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Preface
2011 marks the 70th Anniversary of the first printing of the book, California’s 

Legislature. It was originally published as an article entitled “The Legislature of 
California,” and now the book has become a widely used research and reference tool 
for those interested in state government. The 2011 edition incorporates information 
about recent changes to the laws of the state, including: the “Top Two” primary 
system; the Citizens Redistricting Commission; and changes in the state budget 
process. Historical charts have been updated and expanded, recent court cases have 
been added, and the legislative glossary has been augmented.

This version also contains several new charts, rare historical photos, and information 
about the “Arthur Ohnimus Collection.” In 2008, Assistant Chief Clerk Brian Ebbert 
and Principal Clerk Russell Tomas worked tirelessly with former Chief Clerk 
R. Brian Kidney, State Capitol Museum Curator John Mello, and the Bernice Ohnimus 
Crutcher Estate in processing the papers of Arthur Ohnimus. Some of the photos and 
documents associated with this vast historical collection are included in Appendix V.

I would like to commend several longtime Chief Clerk personnel who retired 
recently, after numerous years of dedicated service. They were collectively responsible 
for producing numerous legislative publications throughout their distinguished 
careers:

Teri Brown, Floor Analysis Director
Pam Cavileer, Chief Assistant Clerk
Arvetta Downs, Principal Clerk
Darlene Moe, Legislative Clerk
Lawrence Murman, Assistant Chief Clerk
Cynthia Perkut-Kelley, Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk
Ralph Romo, Chief Assistant Clerk
Elizabeth Salmon, Executive Assistant

In addition, this printing would not be possible without the valuable assistance from 
the staff at the Office of State Publishing (OSP). The staff at OSP and numerous 
others have devoted many hours to producing this edition. The quality of this 
publication is a reflection of their excellent work ethic and high professional standards.

Under the direction of the Speaker and Assembly Rules Committee, many staff 
from throughout the Capitol community contributed to the final version of this 
publication. The names of the many contributing editors and content advisors appear 
on the following page.

I hope that this edition further educates the public on the “people’s branch” of 
government, the California Legislature.

E. Dotson Wilson 
Chief Clerk and Parliamentarian

See pages vi and xiii–xiv for Acknowledgments and photo credits.

 “The Legislature of California” first appeared as an article in the 1941 edition of the Constitution book published by the 
State Assembly.  Over the ensuing years, this article by Chief Clerk Arthur Ohnimus grew with each re-printing, until 
1957, when the Assembly adopted a motion to print the article as a separate book to better inform citizens about the 
legislative branch of government. Mr. Ohnimus expanded the article to a book format in 1958. When the state instituted 
the full-time legislature in 1966, Chief Clerk James Driscoll further expanded the book and re-named it, “California’s 
Legislature.”
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CALIFORNIA: THE GOLDEN STATE 
A Quick Information Guide

GENERAL INFORMATION

State Capital ................................................................. Sacramento
Date California Admitted as a State ............................. September 9, 1850
State Motto ................................................................... “Eureka” (Greek: “I have found it ! ”)
Population 1................................................................... 37,510,766
Number of Registered Voters 2 ..................................... 17,285,883
Population Density 3 ..................................................... 236.4 people/sq. mi.
Land Area (includes 2,674 sq. mi. of inland water) ..... 158,648 sq. mi.
Highest Elevation (feet above sea-level) ...................... 14,495 ft. (Mount Whitney)
Lowest Elevation (feet below sea-level) ...................... 282 ft. (Death Valley)
Total Number of Counties ............................................ 58

Five Largest Cities (by population) 4

  Los Angeles ......................................................... 3,810,129
  San Diego ............................................................. 1,311,882
  San Jose ................................................................ 958,789
  San Francisco ....................................................... 812,820
  Fresno ................................................................... 500,121

Five Largest Counties (by population) 5

  Los Angeles ......................................................... 9,858,989
  San Diego ............................................................. 3,118,876
  Orange .................................................................. 3,029,859
  Riverside .............................................................. 2,217,778
  San Bernardino ..................................................... 2,052,397

Five Largest Counties (by square miles)
  San Bernardino ..................................................... 20,061
  Inyo ...................................................................... 10,192
  Kern ...................................................................... 8,141
  Siskiyou................................................................ 6,287
  Fresno ................................................................... 5,963

  1 California has the largest population of any state. California Department of Finance estimate, July 2010.
  2 Secretary of State, Report of Registration, October 2010.
  3 U.S. average population density is 83 people/square mile. Population density = population/land area.
  4 California Department of Finance estimate, April 2011.
  5 California Department of Finance estimate, April 2011.
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GOVERNMENTAL/POLITICAL INFORMATION 

FEDERAL LEGISLATORS

Members of U.S. House 
Representing California 6...................................... 53

U.S. Senators Representing California ........................ 2
People Represented in 

Each Congressional District ................................. 709,759

STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Number of Statewide Elective Officers ........................ 13 (Governor, Lt. Governor, 
Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, Treasurer, Controller, 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Board of 
Equalization (4), Insurance 
Commissioner)

Term Limits for Statewide Officers ............................. 2 four-year terms

STATE JUDICIARY

Number of Justices on State Supreme Court ............... 7

STATE LEGISLATURE

Number of Members, California Legislature ............... 120 (80 Assembly/40 Senate)
Length of Assembly Term ........................................... 2 years
Length of Senate Term ................................................. 4 years
Term Limits on State Legislators 7 ............................... Assembly: 3 two-year terms

Senate: 2 four-year terms

People Represented in Each Assembly District ........... 465,674
People Represented in Each Senate District ................ 931,349

  6 U.S. Representatives serve 2-year terms; U.S. Senators serve 6-year terms.
  7 Although term limits for Members of Congress were approved by California voters in 1992 (Proposition 164), the U.S. Supreme Court in 

1995 invalidated state-imposed term limits on Congressional representatives.
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GOVERNMENTAL/POLITICAL INFORMATION—continued 

LEGISLATIVE VOTING REQUIREMENTS

Vote Requirement to Pass Statutes ............................... Majority 
(41 Assembly/21 Senate)

Vote Requirement to Pass Budget ................................ Majority
 (41 Assembly/21 Senate)

Vote Requirement to Pass Appropriations, 
Constitutional Amendments, Fees, Taxes, 
and Urgency Bills ................................................. Two-thirds in each House 8

 (54 Assembly/27 Senate)
Veto Override Vote Requirement ................................. Two-thirds in each House

 (54 Assembly/27 Senate)
Ratification of Amendment to 

U.S. Constitution .................................................. Majority vote of each House
 (by Joint Resolution)

MISCELLANEOUS LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

Impeachment Power ..................................................... Assembly indicts, drafts “articles 
of impeachment,” and elects 
“managers” to prosecute; Senate 
tries and votes on impeachment.

Legislative Publications ............................................... Daily File
Weekly History
Daily Journal

Non-Member Officers of Legislature ........................... Secretary of Senate
Chief Clerk of Assembly
Sergeant at Arms (in each House)
Chaplain (in each House)

Motto of State Senate ................................................... Senatoris Est Civitatis Libertatem 
Tueri (Latin: “It is the duty of a 
Senator to guard the liberty of the 
Commonwealth.”)

Motto of State Assembly ............................................. Legislatorum Est Justas Leges 
Condere (Latin: “It is the duty of 
Legislators to make just laws.”)

  8 Proposition 26 (2010) made “fee increases” subject to a two-thirds vote. Proposition 25 (2010) lowered the state budget vote threshold 
to a majority vote, but maintained the two-thirds vote for tax increases. See, e.g., Yes on 25 v. Superior Court of Sacramento County 
(2010). The case clarified that Proposition 25’s majority vote threshold for passing the state budget did not change the two-thirds 
vote requirement for tax increases. On November 10, 2010, the Supreme Court ordered that the lower court decision be published 
(189 Cal.App.4th 1445).
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ELECTED OFFICIALS’ SALARIES

ANNUAL SALARIES OF ELECTED STATEWIDE OFFICERS 9

  Governor .............................................................. $173,967
  Lt. Governor ......................................................... $130,490
  Attorney General .................................................. $151,127
  Secretary of State ................................................. $130,490
  Controller ............................................................. $139,189
  Treasurer .............................................................. $139,189
  Superintendent of Public Instruction ................... $151,127
  Insurance Commissioner ...................................... $139,189
  Members, Board of Equalization ......................... $130,490

  9 Salaries effective December 1, 2009, pursuant to California Citizens Compensation Commission resolution adopted May 20, 2009. This 
reflected an 18% pay cut for legislators. See page 99 for legislators’ salaries. See pages 87–88 for Congressional salaries. See page 67 
for judicial salaries.
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Capitol Grounds, circa 1890
(photo taken from hot air balloon)
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The footnotes in this work contain the following abbreviations to legal reference materials:

U.S.—United States Reports (published opinions of the United States Supreme Court)
F. 2d—Federal Reporter, Second Series (published opinions of U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal)
U.S.C.A.—United States Code Annotated
Fed. Reg.—Federal Register
Cal.—California Reports (published opinions of the California Supreme Court; inclusion of a number 

denotes subsequent series, i.e., Cal. 2d denotes California Reports, Second Series)
Cal.App.2d—California Appellate Reports, Second Series (published reports of California Courts of 

Appeal; also, Cal.App.3d)
Op. Att’y Gen.—California Attorney General Opinions
P.—Pacific Reporter (published opinions from courts of the Pacific region; also, P. 2d)
A. 2d—Atlantic Reporter, Second Series (published opinions from Atlantic region courts)
Pa., Okl.—Pennsylvania and Oklahoma Reports, respectively (court opinions from Pennsylvania and 

Oklahoma state courts)

For convenience, references to the California Constitution of 1879 are cited “Constitution,” while the 
federal document is identified as “United States Constitution.”

Please note that the code citations contained herein represent the law of the State of 
California as it existed December 31, 2010. They do not, in many instances, reflect changes 
made during the 2011–12 session or later.

The full text of this publication is available to the public via the internet at: “www.leginfo.ca.gov”. Other 
useful legislative information, including bill text, California Codes, bill analyses, and bill histories are also 
available at this site.
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Mission San Diego de Alcalá

California’s first mission, founded in 1769 by Father Junípero Serra.
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